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Construction Machinery: articulated plan needed 

A crisis forum set up by the Ministry for Economic Development has begun examining market conditions and structural constraints limiting the development of construction. In preparation, the ministry drafted a document on the interests of the industries in the sector which might lead to the recovery of the market

Construction machinery and equipment is in crisis and there are demands for articulated steps to be taken. These would include not only incentives for the purchase of new machinery but also a package of measures designed to overcome the structural limitations of the building sector and lessen the use of obsolete machinery on worksites and machinery imported from non-European countries. These details emerged during the Crisis Table organized by the Ministry for Economic Development which met yesterday afternoon in the ministry. Taking part were representatives of the construction machinery sector, including Unacoma/Comamoter, the association in the National Manufacturers Federation (Confindustria) which represents the manufacturers of earthmoving machinery. 

A state of crisis is continuing in Italy where sales declined by close to 10% in the first quarter of the year in the wake of the collapse in years past due to the international economic crisis but, unlike this trend, the construction machinery markets in the other leading European countries displayed robust growth in the first quarter of 2011. Sales climbed 10% in France and The United Kingdom and soared by more than 60% in Germany. Conditions in Italy, it was said during the meeting in the ministry, can be assigned to a complicated set of factors involving the stall in public works, a blocked Housing Plan and excessive fragmentation of the system for offering tenders and associated legislation, all of which weigh heavily on the construction sector and discourage investments in machinery and equipment. 

Moreover, there is little awareness of the issues pertaining to safety and innovation which means the use of technologically outdated machinery on many worksites and raises the problem of competition from newly industrialized nations which export to Italy machinery and equipment which fail to comply with European Union norms and thus nullify the heavy investments made by Italian manufacturers for compliance with these high EU standards. 

Among the recommendations advanced by Unacoma/Comamoter, represented by Secretary General Marco Pezzini, were the introduction of a system of awards for businesses tendering offers based on the renewal of their machinery inventories and laying down precise limitations on noise levels and exhaust emissions on urban worksites plus initiatives for the promotion of the Italian industry abroad which might offset losses on the domestic market. Other proposals launched by those who took part in the meeting, all of whom were in solid agreement, were for the creation of a construction machinery registry making it possible to monitor the market and the obsolescence rate of machinery now in use and for the promotion of specific training of customs officers and public health office staff members for applying more severe controls of machinery coming into the country for compliance with European regulations. 

The ministry, responsible for the coordination the table, has already identified three areas for pursuing recovery strategy – work on regulating the market, spurring domestic demand and strengthening the system for marketing Italian machinery – and intends to move ahead quickly with studies of the various issues involved for drafting a wide-ranging planning document.  

Rome, April 15, 2011

PAGE  
1

