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Construction machinery: a program on three fronts 

The Crisis Table set up by the Ministry for Economic Development with the participation of the associations representing the manufacturers of construction machinery has held another meeting to work on a plan to include the creation of a machinery register designed to provide targeted incentive initiatives and a system for speeding up procedures for the completion of works commissioned by public agencies. 

Incentives to boost demand, support for the industry and regulations for the market were the main points in the program for the recovery of the construction machinery sector the Ministry for Economic Development, acting in concert with organizations representing these industries, intends to set in motion to lift these manufacturers out of their current crisis.

The steep decline in building construction in Italy over the past few years has led to strong repercussions on demand for construction and earthmoving machinery. In 2010, this mechanics sector fell 8.9% and reported a further 14.3% plunge for the first quarter of 2011. To come to terms with this situation, a Crisis Table was formed in mid-April by the ministry with the participation of Unacoma/Comamoter, the association which represents the earthmoving machinery industry within the National Manufacturers Confederation, and other organizations. Many proposals on the various points in the program were aired during the meeting held yesterday morning. On the side of buoying demand, the manufacturers’ organization advanced proposals for the renewal of the Tremonti III – legislation providing fiscal breaks on investments – and measures for scrapping obsolete machinery. Under study on the supply side, that of the manufacturers, are measures for boosting exports, backing specific research and development projects for the construction machinery sector and network projects, as well as measures for streamlining the system for the payment of public works. For the regulation of the market, the thinking is for taking a census of the present machinery inventory to clear the way for targeted investments in the types of machinery and equipment most required. 

At the end of the meeting, the Unacoma secretary general, Marco Pezzini, commented, “The economic situation at present does not provide margins for strong financial support from the government so precisely for this reason it will be important to bring to the field a package of integrated initiatives which work selectively and are aimed at unblocking the market.” He also affirmed, “On this prospect, the ministry and the organizations in the sector are fully synchronized.”
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