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Earthmoving machinery: specific regulations for travel on public roads

The association of Italian manufacturers, Comamoter, has obtained European Commission agreement to remove earthmoving machinery from the regulatory framework for agricultural and forestry tractors for defining a specific code for the sector for transport on public roads. Comamoter/Unacoma President Massimo Goldoni commented on what he said was an important result which will reduce production costs of this machinery and complete the single market in the sector.
The transit of earthmoving machinery on public roads will be regulated by a specific European Commission measure and not within the regulatory framework for agricultural tractors. This result came about following steps taken with EU authorities by the Italian manufacturers association, Comamoter, along with the European Committee for Construction Equipment (CECE) and the delegation of the Italian Manufacturers Confederation (Confindustria) in Brussels. This work led to the separation from the framework measure of construction machinery with technical characteristics and homologation problems which are objectively different from those of agricultural machinery. The draft of a report on framework regulations for the homologation of tractors completed by Italian MEP Pier Antonio Panzeri was made public August 24th. Initially, the Commission added the earthmoving sector to the text to thereby drop into the melting pot of complicated norms on agricultural and forestry tractors a mechanics sector already given a well-defined legislative framework covering such matters as safety on the job and impact on the environment and lacking only requirements for travel on public roads. Thanks to the separation of the two regulatory procedures it will now be possible to move forward in a speedy and rational way. Moreover, MEP Panzeri’s draft itself underscores the highly specific nature of mobile machinery and earthmoving machinery within this category. 

Comamoter/Unacoma President Massimo Goldoni declared, “For fifteen years the European industries and the national associations and CECE have been asking the Commission to eliminate the differences in requirements for the transit of earthmoving machinery on public roads, differences which required the manufacturers to add models of the machinery they produced only, for example, to comply with various requirements on the location of the license plate or the various colors of warning lights on the roof.” He went on to say, “A rationalization like this is now possible and will help to reduce a lot of the costs of the machines and complete the single market for the earthmoving machinery sector.” With the ad hoc procedure established for the category of machinery represented by Comamoter the Commission was given a mandate for the presentation, by January 3, 2013, of a specific regulatory proposal which incorporates these interests of the sector.

Rome, August 29, 2011
